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USF Start-Ups Trash2Cash Energy, LLC and Looshes Labs, LLC  
Selected as Finalists for Innovation of the Year 

 
TAMPA, FL – The University of South Florida (USF) had two of its start-up companies selected as finalists for the 

2013 BizTech Awards.  Trash2Cash Energy, LLC and Looshes Labs, LLC are both nominated in the Innovation of the 

Year category and will be honored March 14 at the A La Carte Pavilion.  

 

The Tampa Bay Business Journal and the Tampa Bay Technology Forum have partnered for the 2013 BizTech 

Awards / CoolTECH Expo. Now in its third year, the awards program aims to identify and acknowledge the 

substantive gains Tampa Bay area businesses are making in developing, employing and utilizing technology for 

their own companies and clients. 

 

Finalist Trash2Cash was founded by USF Professor Babu Joseph, Assistant Professor John Kuhn, student Syed 

Gardezi, and recent graduates Timothy Roberge and Devin Walker in 2012.  The company develops a proprietary 

gas to liquid process that converts naturally produced landfill gas to hydrocarbon fuels specific to the customers 

need, such as gasoline, diesel, or aviation fuel.  Trash2Cash won the 2012 MegaWatt Ventures Clean Energy 

Business Plan Competition where they received $100,000 to commercialize their technology venture. 

 

Finalist Looshes Labs was founded in July 2011 by USF alumni Alexei Novitzky, the creator of the SkateCase.  The 

SkateCase is a skateboard that acts like a briefcase and contains a storage compartment for items such as keys, 

wallets, cell phones or notebooks, eliminating the need for a purse or backpack.  Alexei has received positive 

feedback for his invention, and the SkateCase was selected to be displayed in the showcase room at the 2013 

SolidWorks World at Walt Disney World in Orlando last month. 

 

A total of 33 finalists were selected for the BizTech Awards in categories such as Best Collaboration, Best Use of 

Social Media, Best Website for Generating Leads, CEO of a Technology Company, Innovation of the Year and IT 

Dream Team. Chosen by a panel of independent judges, Trash2Cash and Looshes Labs are two of 10 finalists for 

Innovation of the Year.  The winners will be announced during the awards luncheon and will feature keynote 

speaker Murray Wright, President, the Americas, for the Tech Data Corporation. 

 

### 

 

The University of South Florida is a high-impact, global research university dedicated to student success. USF is 

classified by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching in the top tier of research universities, a 

distinction attained by only 2.2 percent of all universities. It ranks 50th in the nation for federal expenditures in 

research and total expenditures in research among all U.S. universities, public or private, according to the 

National Science Foundation. The USF System has an annual budget of $1.5 billion, an annual economic impact of 

$3.7 billion, and serves 47,000 students in Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota-Manatee and Lakeland. 


